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 On May 27th, 2014, Governor 
Christie signed P.L. 2014, c.9.

 The following presentation 
will:
 Provide an overview of the 

new law

 Provide a historical context of 
the change in law

 Direct you to resources 
pertinent to the law

 Answer any questions or 
concerns you may have.





 Permits adopted persons, age 18 and over, and certain others to access  a copy 
of the adopted person’s original birth certificate

 Allows birth parents to elect their preference for contact with the adopted 
person

 Allows birth parents who’s child’s adoption was finalized before  August 1, 
2015, to elect to have their name redacted from the original birth certificate. 
The deadline for filing a name redaction is December 31st, 2016.

 Requires birth parents to simultaneously  file a medical, social, and cultural 
history form along with the contact preference form.

 Requests a birth parent who files ‘no contact’ to update the medical, social and 
cultural history form every ten years until the age of 40, and every five years 
thereafter.



 The place of birth of the adopted person 
may no longer be altered.





 An adopted person, aged 18 or older.

 An adoptive parent, legal guardian, or other 
legal representative of the adopted person.

 A direct descendant, sibling or spouse of the 
adopted person.

 An agency of the state or federal government 
for official purposes.



 Beginning January 1st, 2017, the State Registrar will be 
able to release to an authorized person a copy of the 
adopted person’s original birth certificate. 

 Once the application form is posted on the D.O.H. web 
site, it may be completed and submitted.

 This time frame was established in order to:
 Allow time to develop regulations pertaining to this law
 Allow time for birth parents who relinquished a child prior to 

August 1st, 2015, to understand their rights under this law



 This form allows a birth parent to indicate their preference for 
contact from the adopted person.

 Options are:
 I would like to be contacted directly.
 I would prefer to be contacted only through an intermediary. I 

would like the following named individual to act as an intermediary 
__________.

 I would prefer not to be contacted at this time. If I decide later that I 
would like to be contacted, I will submit a revised document of 
contact preference to the State Registrar.

 The form is non-binding and can be changed at any time by the 
birth parent.



 The law allows any birth parent who placed a child for adoption and 
the adoption was finalized prior to August 1, 2015, to request their 
name and other identifying information be removed from the copy of 
the original birth certificate sent to an authorized requestor.

 They must file this request by December 31st, 2016.

 This is a non-binding option; a birth parent who initially requests their 
name be removed from the original birth certificate may change that 
request at any point in the future.

 An adopted person and/or other authorized requestor will still  be able 
to receive a copy of the original birth certificate; however, it will have 
the birth parent’s name removed if the birth parent chooses this 
option.



 A birth parent is required to simultaneously submit a 
family history information form including medical, social 
and cultural background when they submit a document of 
contact preference.

 Birth parents who file a preference for “no contact” will be 
requested to update the form every 10 years until the age of 
40, and every 5 years thereafter.

 This is a self-reported questionnaire that is currently in the 
process of being developed. No birth parent will be asked 
to furnish medical records or have their medical doctor 
authenticate the form.



 An adopted person or other authorized 
requestor  may desire the original birth 
certificate but may not wish contact with the 
birth parent.

 Although a birth parent may wish contact, the 
requestor may not, but still be in need of 
pertinent background information from their 
biological family.



Yes.



 Adopted persons whose adoption was 
finalized through the state child welfare 
system would have the same rights to their 
original birth certificate as would any other 
adopted person covered under the law.



 This law does not apply to relinquishments 
through Safe Haven



 The Department of Health is currently 
developing regulations  to carry out the 
elements of this law.

 http://www.state.nj.us/health/vital/faq.shtml#AD

http://www.state.nj.us/health/vital/faq.shtml


 You can!

 For support and resources, contact:

 New Jersey Coalition for Adoption Reform and 
Education www.nj-care.org

 Morristown Post-Adoption Support Group

 American Adoption Congress  
www.americanadoptioncongress.org

http://www.nj-care.org/
http://www.americanadoptioncongress.org/




 Advocates in New Jersey fought for the right 
of an adopted person to access their original 
birth certificate for 34 years.

 This advocacy occurs within a wider context 
of adoption reform that began in the early 
1970’s.



 Was largely spearheaded by 
adopted persons and birth 
parents who had suffered 
under a closed adoption 
system.

 Many adoptive parents and 
adoption professionals have 
subsequently participated in 
supporting the movement to 
allow adopted persons 
access to their own birth 
certificates.



 Knowing your personal history is an 
essential element for a person to achieve 
wholeness.

 A closed adoption system has been known 
to impact adopted persons and birth 
parents in a variety of ways.



ADOPTED PERSONS

 May experience identity 
confusion and a sense of 
disorientation 
surrounding their history

 Lack practical information 
such as family medical and 
cultural information.

BIRTH PARENTS

 Subjected to coercion and 
manipulation that 
occurred at times through 
the closed adoption 
system.

 May experience a 
perpetual sense of loss, 
wondering what became 
of the relinquished child.



 Inability to learn updated medical 
information surrounding their child.

 May experience difficulty in having genuine 
conversations with their child about 
adoption and/or answer normal questions 
and curiosities when they lack key 
information.



 All persons are born first! It’s really the only 
way we get here.

 Adoption can be a wonderful way for a family 
to come together, but it cannot supplant the 
birth of the child.

 When we deny adopted persons a right to their 
own birth certificate, a right every other non-
adopted person enjoys, we are saying their 
birth is not an important part of their life story.



 So what took so long to change the law?!

 Several powerful entities have opposed allowing 
adopted persons to access their original birth 
certificates for a number of years.

 The essential crux of their arguments is a belief that 
birth parents were guaranteed lifelong anonymity 
when they placed a child for adoption; some 
opponents also believe if women cannot choose a 
‘confidential adoption’ they may choose abortion.



 Has never existed under the law in NJ.

 The law sealing original birth certificates passed in 1938 and then was 
amended in 1940 and 1953; none of these laws mentioned ‘lifelong 
anonymity for the birth parent’ as an intention.

 Women who have relinquished a child for adoption have provided their 
surrender documents which do not offer any life- long promise of 
anonymity.

 In fact, a relinquishment and the actual adoption of the child are two 
separate and discrete events. 
 An original birth certificate only becomes sealed when and if an adoption 

is finalized.



This chart outlines the  typical adoption process in NJ. From start to finish it takes at least 6 months before a judge approves an adoption and the original 
birth certificate is sealed. In the cases where a child is placed in foster care and never adopted, the birth certificate would never be sealed. 

What is critically important to note is that when a birth parent signs the documents (known as surrender documents) relinquishing their parental rights, 
the birth parent also waives notice to any future legal proceedings regarding the child. Because of this, the birth parent legally is not entitled to any notice 
surrounding whether the child will actually be adopted at all.



 Statistics and research do not support the 
belief that a woman who cannot choose a 
‘confidential adoption’ will choose an 
abortion.

 In fact, some research has cited a closed 
adoption system as a reason women give for 
not choosing adoption over abortion.



 Agreeing to a period of time for 
birth parent to redact their names 
was a non negotiable 
compromise…the entire bill would 
have been lost otherwise.

 After 34 years, advocates believed 
that the overwhelming majority of 
persons will benefit from this law 
even with this compromise.

 Statistics from other access states 
with a name-redaction provision 
show us that a statistically 
insignificant number of birth 
parents will take advantage of name 
redaction.

 NJ CARE and our supporters 
encourage birth parents to use 
the document of contact 
preference rather than asking 
for their name to be removed.

 Research indicates that the 
overwhelming number of 
adopted persons will be 
respectful if they are advised 
their birth parent does not wish 
contact.



 New Jersey is the 14th state to restore the 
right of adopted persons to receive a copy of 
their own birth certificate upon request.

 Efforts are underway in  many other states 
to enact similar measures, such as 
Pennsylvania and New York in our 
immediate area.





http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/
2014/Bills/PL14/9_.PDF

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/PL14/9_.PDF


 Visit the following websites for updates 
about the New Jersey Law and other reform 
efforts around the country:

 http://www.state.nj.us/health/vital/faq.shtml#
AD

*  http://www.nj-care.org/

 http://www.americanadoptioncongress.org/

http://www.state.nj.us/health/vital/faq.shtml
http://www.nj-care.org/
http://www.americanadoptioncongress.org/


 Become a part of the 
solution by advocating for 
honesty and openness in 
adoption!

 Join NJ CARE or become 
added to our list serve to 
receive important updates
 Email 

njcare.staff@gmail.com

 Join the American Adoption 
Congress
 http://www.americanadopti

oncongress.org/membership
.php

mailto:njcare.staff@gmail.com
http://www.americanadoptioncongress.org/membership.php

